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GM Don Eucker 
wants to spend 
more time with 
family 
By Bill Helm 
bill@lyndentribune.com

LYNDEN — When Don Eucker 
began his career in agriculture, 
there were no cell phones, no 
personal computers, no email. 
Back in 1978, information, finan-
cials, everything was mailed to 
him.

Now, everything is available in 
an instant.

So it’s somewhat interesting 
how Eucker (pronounced eye-
ker) chose to announce his retire-
ment after 43 years. He did it face 
to face.

Eucker, general manager of 
CHS Northwest, is retiring effec-
tive Oct. 1.

“I don’t think anyone was sur-
prised I turned in my retirement 
notice,” Eucker said last week.

Tim Miller, regional vice presi-
dent, western region, CHS Coun-
try Operations said in a recent 
internal release that the organiza-
tion has “truly appreciated Don’s 
dedication and leadership to ag-
riculture and the insight and ex-
perience he has shared through 
the cooperative system.” 

“We wish him all the best in 
his retirement,” Miller said.

Last week, Eucker told the 
Lynden Tribune that he looks for-
ward to spending more time with 

family, including visiting his son 
and family in Korea.

Agronomy – energy – retail
For those who aren’t in the 

know, CHS Northwest provides 
products and services needed to 
successfully run a home or farm. 
The three main components to 
CHS, Eucker said, are agronomy, 
energy, and retail.

“All three have different needs 
and different demands,” Eucker 

said. “We look at it all holistically. 
We provide products and services 
our customers want.”

Eucker calls himself the “big 
picture guy.”

“I don’t micromanage my 
people,” he said. “We communi-
cate as often as we can. We’re all 
tied together. We all have to be 
focused on the entire company.”

As general manager at CHS 
the past 11 years, Eucker “has 
been a good leader,” said Board 

President Rod Tjoelker.
Tjoelker explained last week 

that the organization hopes to 
find his replacement within the 
next 4-5 months, “if we get the 
number of applicants that we 
want.”

Hops, orchards, open land, 
mint

As the company’s GM, Eucker 
oversees 270 employees in 28 lo-
cations across Washington and 

Oregon.
“It’s a big space we cover,” he 

said. “Three hundred miles long, 
280 miles wide.”

But Eucker hasn’t always 
worked in Lynden. Eucker 
worked 22 years for local coop-
eratives in roles from branch and 
agronomy manager to chief oper-
ating officer and general manag-
er. He started his career in Walla 
Walla.

“Grew up on a farm in Prosser,” 
Eucker said. “We had hops, or-
chards, open land, and mint. 
Spent most of my life in eastern 
Washington.”

Eucker enrolled in college 
planning to become a teacher. 
“Changed it to business,” he said.

Eucker has spent 21 years with 
CHS in Cenex and CHS Country 
Operations roles including re-
gional refined fuels distribution 
manager and West Region Certi-
fied Energy Specialist supervisor. 
He’s also been a member and 
past president of the Western 
Area Managers Association and 
board member and past presi-
dent of Fare West Agri Business 
Association.

In more than four decades in 
the business, Eucker said he’s 
worked “with a lot of great peo-
ple, both internally and my cus-
tomers.” Also a constant for Eu-
cker, the desire to learn.

“Whether through training or 
my skills, I always stay up on what 
I need to do things easier and bet-
ter,” Eucker said. “Business has 
changed so much; my staff and I 
need to always continue to learn 
how to do things better.”

‘Big picture guy’ to retire from CHS Northwest

CHS Northwest General Manager Don Eucker will retire effective Oct. 1 after 43 years 
in agriculture. (Bill Helm/Lynden Tribune)

Gas prices fall 2.6 cents 
per gallon

Washington gas prices have fallen 2.6 
cents per gallon in the past week, aver-
aging $3.77/g as of Sept. 20, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of 2,666 stations 
in Washington.

Gas prices in Washington are 7.9 cents 
per gallon lower than a month ago and 
stand $1.02/g higher than a year ago. 
  According to GasBuddy price reports, 

the cheapest station in Washington is 
priced at $3.26/g, while the most expen-
sive is $4.19/g, a difference of 93.0 cents 
per gallon.

The lowest price in the state today 
is $3.26/g while the highest is $4.19/g, 
a difference of 93.0 cents per gallon. 
The national average price of gasoline has 
risen 1.3 cents per gallon in the last week, 
averaging $3.18/g.

The national average is up 1.8 cents 
per gallon from a month ago and 
stands $1.01/g higher than a year ago. 
  According to Patrick De Haan, head of 

petroleum analysis for GasBuddy, gasoline 
prices have been “stuck in somewhat of a 
limbo and remain near 2021 highs long af-
ter Hurricane Ida has dissipated.”

GasBuddy data is accessible at FuelIn-
sights.GasBuddy.com.

Notice of logic and 
accuracy test 

The official Logic and Accuracy (L&A) 
Test is conducted by Whatcom County 

election personnel. The L&A Test is a test 
intended to verify that the ballot counting 
system to be used in an election will cor-
rectly count the votes cast for all candi-
dates and all measures appearing on the 
ballot. The L&A Test of the ballot counting 
system to be used to tabulate the results 
of the General Election to be held Nov. 2 
will be conducted in accordance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act (RCW 42.30).

The meeting will be held at 10 a.m. Oct. 
1 in the Election Center at the Whatcom 
County Courthouse, 311 Grand Ave., Suite 
B03, Bellingham.
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